
SMALL BUSINESS 

GRANT APPLICATIONS
OPEN AUGUST 31 

Required Documents To Submit With Your Online Application
1. Government-issued photo ID (such as a driver’s license or passport) 

2. Business financial information

  Revenue/expenses from March 1 to May 31 for 2019 and 2020

   Most recently submitted federal income tax return (2018 or 2019) 

3. Proof of business registration with PA Department of State (as applicable) 

4. Articles of incorporation (for corporations and LLCs)

5. W-9 form

Program Timeline

• Monday, Aug. 31, 2020 (8 a.m.) - Grant applications open at eriecountypa.gov
• Friday, Sept. 11, 2020 (11:59 p.m.) -  Grant application deadline

• Late September 2020 - Final grant awards announced (awards may be on a rolling basis)

• Wednesday, Dec. 30, 2020 - Deadline for spending grant funds

Uses Of Funds
Funds provided to small businesses (1-100 employees) and tourism organizations (for-profit 
only) through the Erie County CARES Small Business Grant Program may be used to support:

• Operating expenses incurred during the COVID-19 public health emergency;

• Technical assistance, including training and guidance, for business owners and hospitality 
and tourism leaders as they stabilize their businesses; and/or

• Debt payment relief relative to COVID-19 expenses

Eligibility
Small Business: A for-profit business located and operating in Erie County that experienced losses as the 

result of the Governor’s March 19, 2020 order relating to the closure of all businesses that are not 
life-sustaining, has or will incur costs to adapt to new business operations related to COVID-19 and has 
1-100 employees.

Historically Disadvantaged Business:  A for-profit business located and operating in Erie County that 
experienced losses as the result of the Governor’s March 19, 2020 order relating to the closure of all 
businesses that are not life-sustaining, has or will incur costs to adapt to new business operations related to 
COVID-19, has 1-100 employees, and in which socially and economically disadvantaged individuals own 
at least a 51% interest and also control management and daily business operations, including, but not 
limited to businesses owned by people of color.

Priority will be given to small businesses (1-100 employees) that:

•  were most impacted by the economic shutdown and experienced the greatest revenue losses; and

• are located in areas with incomes significantly below the median income level, high levels of poverty, 
higher than average unemployment rates, or significant population loss
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